
LEADERSHIP BIOS
Iontra’s senior management team has significant experience 
developing and successfully commercializing hard 
technologies for energy storage, electric vehicles, lithium-
ion batteries, and SaaS platforms. Additionally, Iontra’s 
management team has successfully grown multiple companies 
from inception to over $500 million in annual revenue.

Jeff Granato 
Co-founder & CEO

Jeff began his career working in venture capital and 
spent several years at McKinsey & Co. helping technology 
companies identify, develop, and implement growth strategies. 
He has worked in private equity in various C-level positions 
across multiple industries and geographies growing multiple 
new businesses to between $500M and $1B in revenue in 
under 5 years. He raised over $500M in capital and managed 
the finances for these companies, managing team sizes from 
thousands to over 40,000.

Prior to Iontra, Jeff was co-founder and CEO of Proterra Inc, 
the leading global electric transit bus, heavy duty energy 
storage, drive train, and charging infrastructure supplier 
(http://www.proterra.com). In Jeff’s role as CEO, he led the 
company from a blank sheet to completed prototype, built an 
entire supplier network development, developed federally DOT 
qualified vehicles, set up the first full scale manufacturing 
facility, negotiated strategic relationships (with GM, BMW, 
Daimler - who together with Kleiner Perkins have raised over 
$500 million of investment capital), built a world class team, 
established all company functions and infrastructure to 
enable growth; with $170 million of pre-orders in under five 
years. Proterra has been running for 10 years as the dominant 
supplier of electric buses in North America, supplying electric 
drive energy storage and charging systems to a range of 
electric truck, bus, and delivery van manufacturers. He built 
scalable systems and infrastructure to grow and support 
day-to-day operations and SEC requirements for two public 
companies (including ERP, MRP, vendor development, global 
supply chains, HR sourcing, hiring, training and compliance, 
ISO, annual GAAP, and SOX compliance).
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Daniel Konopka
Co-founder & Chief 
Science Officer

Daniel has over ten years specializing in the development of 
materials for fuel cells, batteries, and solar energy devices 
for projects with NASA, the U.S. Dept. of Energy, and several 
national laboratories and private companies. Daniel’s 
career is defined by collaboration between academia and 
industry as well as leadership and communication as a 
vocal scientist. Daniel holds a Ph.D. in Chemical Engineering 
from the University of New Mexico and has worked as 
a Postdoctoral Researcher at NASA’s Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory and the California Institute of Technology. 

Daniel has previously worked with Superprotonic at Caltech 
(now SAFCell) to develop scale up production of solid acid 
electrolyte to achieve high surface area nano-porosity 
properties that are critical for fuel cell performance. He also 
developed technology for fuel cell and solar power at NASA’s 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) to benefit manned space 
flight scheduled to continue in 2023. As a researcher at JPL 
Daniel held a leading role in guiding a team to produce a 
metal-free electrolyte that neutralized impurities generated 
by alkaline fuel cells used by NASA’s space shuttles. As 
manned space flight resumes, especially for long term 
missions, this technology will become extremely important.

Richard Howlett
VP of Advanced 
Engineering

Richard Howlett is a leader and engineer with over 20 years 
of experience in semiconductors, battery technology, system 
design, and modeling. Richard is a founding member of Nilar 
Inc., the first company to commercialize a Bipolar NiMH 
battery technology. During that time, Richard chaired the 
Battery Testing Standards Committee under the Vehicle 
Battery Steering Committee for SAE International. This work 
included adapting SAE standards, with representatives from 
major automotive and battery companies, to include lithium-
Ion batteries for the newly emerging electric vehicle market. 

In addition to standards work, Richard set and implemented 
the vision for Nilar’s battery modeling and management 
system in automotive, commercial, and industrial 
applications. Prior to dedicating a decade to advancements 
in battery technology, Richard spent nearly a decade in 
semiconductors and microprocessor design. Working at 
Hewlett Packard, he was on the team that developed the first 
64-bit Intel architecture found in today’s latest Intel 
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processors. Before leaving HP, Richard’s roles included 
system and silicon debug, system and silicon testing, tape 
release, and ownership of various microprocessor related 
chip sets. Richard received his BSEE and MSEE from 
Texas Tech University and a member of Eta Kappa Nu, the 
electrical engineering honor society, and Tau Beta Pi, an elite 
engineering honor society.

Marc Gottschalk
General Counsel

Mark is an entrepreneurial, practical-minded action-
oriented executive. Experience includes serving as long-
time partner at Silicon Valley’s premier technology law firm, 
General Counsel and a business development leader at 
emerging growth companies and as a founder and board 
member of the non-profit Cleantech Open, the world’s largest 
accelerator for early-stage clean technology companies. 
Marc co-founded and grew the Clean Technology and 
Renewable Energy Practice at Wilson Sonsini Goodrich and 
Rosati, founding the Corporate Venture Capital practice at 
Sidley Austin and led the highly successful government 
relations and business development efforts.

Manoj Koul
VP of Product 
Development

Manoj leads Iontra’s product strategy and product 
development for mass adoption of the Iontra charge/
discharge platform. With a technical background in digital 
signal processing, image processing, machine learning, 
and embedded software & computing, he has held multiple 
product and business leadership roles at Fortune 500 
companies. Most recently, Manoj held various roles in 
Automotive & Industrial Processors Business at Texas 
Instruments (TI). In these roles, he was responsible for the 
product development, roadmap, and product strategy of 
highly successful microprocessors, including low-cost, high-
performance, and automotive/industrial System-on-Chip 
application processors. Manoj holds an Bachelor’s Degree 
in Electrical & Electronics Engineering and a post graduate 
degree in management. He is an inventor on 11 patents 
and has received multiple awards for his products from key 
industry groups. Manoj has also served at Bosch, NXP, and 
ABB, is a senior member of IEEE and has co-authored 5 IEEE 
publications and conference papers.
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Daniel Higgs
Director of Revenue

Daniel is tasked to drive rapid adoption of Iontra’s 
groundbreaking battery charging technology. He is 
responsible for all sales, licensing, and customer 
development projects for which he engages regularly 
with most top global OEMs in the power tool, consumer 
electronics, and automotive markets. Before joining Iontra in 
2022, Daniel was the Director of Product Marketing at Forge 
Nano where he launched 3 new products, generated over 
$15M in sales, and developed supply chain and distributor 
networks for Forge Nano’s cathode and anode powder 
processing equipment. Daniel has spent over 10 years in 
product and business development of battery materials, 
cells, and charging technologies. He holds a Ph.D. in 
Chemistry from the University of Colorado Boulder and both 
an MSc and BSc from the University of Birmingham (UK). 
Daniel loves to travel. Having worked and lived in Spain and 
China, he is fluent in both Spanish and Mandarin.
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