
2 | 2
	
Kraków, 13 October 2021

Press release			  

Is there a green future ahead?

The non-residential green building market is projected to grow by 9% a year from $69.01 billion in 2021 to $110.52 billion in 2025.How does the warehouse industry deal with social and environmental challenges? Will Poland, as the second most active development market in Europe, become a leader in decarbonization?

According to the national building sector's 2050 vision, all buildings should have a zero operational carbon footprint, while new developments and renovated buildings should have a net-zero lifecycle carbon footprint by 2050. But what is the situation today? The number of warehouses and logistics facilities designed and built according to the assumptions of multi-criteria certification is increasing. The PLGBC report "Green Building Certification in Numbers 2021" shows that the green certified space between March 2020 and March 2021 increased by 76%. Developers, tenants, and investors are increasingly recognizing the social and commercial benefits of developing and using this type of space. 

“We have delivered over 200,000 sqm of certified warehouse space since the beginning of 2021, and our goal is to deliver another million sqm of facilities by the end of 2022. All of these developments will be BREEAM certified. By building in an eco-friendly standard we are able to reduce energy consumption by up to 50% and carbon dioxide emissions by about 381 tons per year for a 20,000 sqm warehouse. This brings 7R closer to its goal of climate neutrality. Environmental responsibility issues are also a key element in our ESG strategy", says Tomasz Lubowiecki, Founder and Chairman of the Board at 7R.   

The ESG standard is now influencing the value of real estate. A PwC survey showed that almost one in three investors in Poland already include Environmental, Social and Corporate Governance risks in their investment strategy. Responding to the climate crisis is necessary today. According to the report, "Roadmap for Decarbonizing Construction by 2050,” buildings play a key role in this process.

How to get on the green path?

According to 7R's calculations, by using a gray water system, controlling consumption and leakage, and managing rainwater properly, 2,400 liters of water can be saved per day for a 20,000 sqm warehouse. Photovoltaic panels on half of such a building’s roof are able to provide up to 100% of daily energy demands, and panoramic skylights can reduce a building’s operating costs by more than 7%. These examples show that the professionalization of the sector in terms of green solutions is not exclusively reliant upon the implementation of advanced technologies. Building systems, more or less developed, should be complementary. Integrated BMS (Building Management Systems) increasingly control the entire operation.

“Low-carbon buildings are an important response to climate change. We want to develop green warehouses throughout Poland. To help us achieve this, we have secured land that will allow us to build 3.5 million sq m of space. For example in Radzymin, we are currently developing the most modern distribution center in the Polish food industry for Żabka Polska. Reducing the carbon footprint of the property is one of the top priorities for our client.  Therefore, the center will be powered by photovoltaic panels, and we will maintain air quality in the maneuvering area for trucks by using special dust-free paving and anti-smog towers,” explains Tomasz Lubowiecki.

Furthermore, in Balice near Cracow, 7R has built a research and development center for BWI Group, which uses a trigeneration system for energy production. By using a gas turbine, the system generates energy for power, heating, cooling and ventilation.  It means that the facility is almost entirely self-sufficient in terms of power consumption. 

About 7R
7R SA is a dynamically growing developer operating on the commercial real estate market specializing in delivering A-class logistics space for rent. The company provides warehouse and industrial facilities for many businesses as well as BTS projects. Its portfolio includes both large-scale logistics parks and Small Business Unit urban warehouses uniquely branded 7R City Flex. So far 7R has finalized investments totalling 1 mln sqm and currently has more than 1.6 million sqm in the pipeline in different locations around Poland. The company is committed to ESG activities, and acting responsibly in its interaction with the environment, local communities, and corporate governance. 
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7R SA z siedzibg ul. Ludwinowska 7, Krakéw 30-331, NIP: 677 232 08 31 wpisana do rejestru przedsigbiorcéw Kraj go Rejestru Sad g
prowadzonego przez Sad Rejonowy dla Krakowa-Srédmiescia w Krakowie Wydziat XI Gospodarczy Krajowego Rejestru Sadowego pod numerem
KRS 0000379632, kapitat zaktadowy 23 887 354 ztotych, kapitat wptacony 21 200 589 ztotych.
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