[image: ]
[bookmark: _GoBack] (
Ghelamco’s First Photovoltaic Farms Are Ready. The Developer Will Power Its Buildings with Clean Energy
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[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Ghelamco has completed the construction of its first three photovoltaic farms as a part of a program to achieve energy neutrality announced in May this year. Production of clean electricity will soon begin on them. This is a first-of-its-kind, landmark project in Poland, which is in line with the developer’s ESG strategy and responds to the energy crisis in Europe. 

Photovoltaic farms with capacity of nearly 3 MW have been built in three locations in the Opole province. Ghelamco is aiming first and foremost to meet the energy demand for the Warsaw UNIT skyscraper. With the use of clean energy, CO2 emissions throughout the building’s lifecycle will be reduced by more than 50 percent, and in terms of consumption of utilities by as much as 70 percent. 

“Proprietary photovoltaic farms are one of the key elements of our ESG strategy, along with a range of solutions such as smart energy management systems, the Signal OS platform for tenants and the use of low-carbon building materials. This will help us meet our goal of achieving energy neutrality by 2025. These activities take on particular importance in the context of the current energy crisis in Poland and Europe. Becoming independent of conventional energy and turning to clean energy from renewable sources is not only ecological, but also essential for the uninterrupted operation of the business,” says Jarosław Zagórski, Commercial and Business Development Director, Ghelamco Poland.

Ghelamco’s more than 200-metre skyscraper at Rondo Daszyńskiego is already one of the world’s greenest office buildings, having become the first high-rise building in Poland to receive BREEAM certification at the highest possible level – Outstanding. Every day, 40,000 sensors and 800 meters as a part of the state-of-the-art Building Energy Management System ensure optimum energy consumption by the building Thanks to this and a number of other implemented technological solutions, Warsaw UNIT’s average energy consumption is nearly 30 percent lower than that of comparable high-rise office buildings. Ghelamco also enables its tenants to actively participate in the process of sustainable utility management through a mobile app that is part of its proprietary Signal OS operating system.

“Powered in 100 percent by clean energy, Warsaw UNIT is our first but not last step to reduce CO2 emissions. Our strategy is to power entire office buildings, both Ghelamco’s ongoing projects as well as our own office, with the energy produced from our own renewable sources. It is an approach strongly focused on the sustainability of the organization but also of the products being developed, which should be seen as very responsible and unique on the Polish market. We are already planning to invest in more photovoltaic installations, but we are also looking into other alternative sources of renewable energy,” announced Jarosław Fiutowski, Member of the Management Board for ESG Strategy and Innovation, Ghelamco Poland.

Ultimately, Ghelamco will build 11 photovoltaic systems with a total capacity of 10 MW in the first phase of the project. The contract for their implementation has been signed with the Polish company Revolt Energy.


ABOUT GHELAMCO POLAND

Ghelamco Poland is a leader in the commercial real estate market in Poland and a pioneer in ESG, innovation and citygenic projects in the office market. Throughout its 31 years of activity as an investor, developer and general contractor, the company has established its leading position by delivering more than 1,200,000 sqm of first-class office, residential, retail and warehouse space. The sales volume of completed projects exceeds €1.3 billion. The company is part of Ghelamco - one of the largest international developers in Europe, operating in Belgium, France, the UK and Cyprus. In Poland, it carries out its investments in, among others, Warsaw, Krakow, Katowice, Łódź and Wrocław. 

Ghelamco has been consistently setting the directions of the Polish real estate market for years. As the first developer in Poland, it certified its office buildings in the prestigious BREEAM system (2010), SmartScore and WiredScore (2022), and discovered the office potential of the capital's Wola district, creating the business centre of Warsaw in the vicinity of the Daszyńskiego roundabout. Its flagship investments such as Warsaw Spire, The Warsaw HUB and Warsaw UNIT have introduced a new quality to the Polish office market and shaped the contemporary skyline of the capital. The company is also active in the luxury and residential real estate market, where its most spectacular projects include the revitalisation of Warsaw's Foksal 13/15 residences. 

As an ESG leader, Ghelamco aims to achieve full energy neutrality by 2025. By building its own photovoltaic farms, all of the developer's buildings will be powered by 100% clean energy. Ghelamco views sustainable construction in a broader perspective, actively working to shape urban space. A flagship example of this activity was the construction of plac Europejski in Warsaw and the establishment of the Sztuka w Mieście Foundation, which aims to improve the quality of public space in Polish cities.

Ghelamco's achievements have been recognised with a number of national and international awards, including the Developer of the Year title seventeen times and the MIPIM Awards statuette for Warsaw Spire as the best office building in the world.
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