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Ghelamco awarded the title of Energy Transformation Leader at the Polish Climate Congress
17th March 2023
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Ghelamco has received the title of Energy Transformation Leader 2023 for its Warsaw UNIT building. The developer was also recognised for its overall work on sustainable development and lowering emissions as well as for its green transformation within the real estate industry. The statuette was awarded by a jury of the Polish Climate Congress under the patronage of the Ministry of Development Funds and Regional Policy.

The competition was organised by the Polish Climate Congress to promote the most innovative products, technologies and services for the prevention of climate change as well as to promote solutions that will hasten Poland’s green transformation. Projects are assessed for their scalability and innovation as well as for their impact on the environment.

The gala awards ceremony accompanying the Polish Climate Congress was held on March 16th in Warsaw. Dozens of projects were submitted for nomination. Ghelamco received the Energy Transformation Leader award for its design of an ecologically-friendly office block built to the highest ESG standards.

“This prize is of particular significance to us because we received it for our ESG activities, which are crucial to our business and follow the philosophy of our firm. For us, the green transformation, energy efficiency and lowering emissions are exceedingly important issues and they have been successively incorporated into our strategy at Ghelamco and applied to all of our current projects. A flagship example of this approach is the Warsaw UNIT skyscraper, which is today one of the most sustainable and technologically advanced office buildings in this part of Europe and held up as a model green building,” says Jarosław Zagórski, Commercial and Business Development Director at Ghelamco Poland. 

Ghelamco to be energy neutral by 2025

In the spring of 2022 Ghelamco was the first developer in Poland to announce its groundbreaking project to build a solar farm with a total power capacity of 10 MW. As part of its ESG strategy, the company aims to have all of its office buildings powered by electricity generated from renewable sources as well as its current developments and its own office space. As a business, Ghelamco intends to have achieved energy neutrality by 2025. Eventually, eleven photovoltaic systems are to be built in the first stage, of which three have already been completed with more currently under development. 

Ghelamco is also the first real estate company in Poland to have joined the international Science Based Targets initiative (SBTi), which supports the most ambitious industries in their battle with global warming in accordance with the Paris Agreement. Ghelamco is one of only 15 companies in Poland to have joined this worthy initiative.

Warsaw UNIT – a sustainable skyscraper that embodies ESG

The skyscraper with a height of over 200 m on the Daszyńskiego roundabout is today one of the most environmentally-friendly office buildings both in Poland and in the entire Central and Eastern European region, being the first high-rise building in the country to be awarded the highest BREEAM certification rating  of ‘Outstanding’. Eventually, Ghelamco’s building is to be 100% powered with clean energy from the developer’s own solar farms and as a result the office building’s CO2 emissions over its entire life cycle will be reduced by 50% while its utility usage will be lowered by over 70%.

Everyday in the Warsaw UNIT skyscraper, 40,000 sensors and 800 meters are used by the state-of-the-art  Building Energy Management System to ensure energy usage is optimised. Thanks to this and other installed technological solutions, the average energy consumption is nearly 30% lower than that of other comparable high-rise office buildings of the same type. Ghelamco also gives tenants the opportunity to take an active role in the sustainable usage of utilities through a mobile app, which is part of Signal OS – the developer’s proprietary operating system. 

Warsaw UNIT’s sustainable character is also attested to by certificates such as WELL Health-Safety Rating, WELL v2 (pre-certification), Green Standard Building and ‘Buildings without Barriers’.











ABOUT GHELAMCO POLAND

Ghelamco Poland is a leader in the commercial real estate market in Poland and a pioneer in ESG, innovation and citygenic projects in the office market. Throughout its 32 years of activity as an investor, developer and general contractor, the company has established its leading position by delivering more than 1,200,000 sqm of first-class office, residential, retail and warehouse space. The sales volume of completed projects exceeds €1.3 billion. The company is part of Ghelamco - one of the largest international developers in Europe, operating in Belgium, France, the UK and Cyprus. In Poland, it carries out its investments in, among others, Warsaw, Krakow, Katowice, Łódź and Wrocław. 

Ghelamco has been consistently setting the directions of the Polish real estate market for years. As the first developer in Poland, it certified its office buildings in the prestigious BREEAM system (2010), SmartScore and WiredScore (2022), and discovered the office potential of the capital's Wola district, creating the business centre of Warsaw in the vicinity of the Daszyńskiego roundabout. Its flagship investments such as Warsaw Spire, The Warsaw HUB and Warsaw UNIT have introduced a new quality to the Polish office market and shaped the contemporary skyline of the capital. The company is also active in the luxury and residential real estate market, where its most spectacular projects include the revitalisation of Warsaw's Foksal 13/15 residences. 

As an ESG leader, Ghelamco aims to achieve full energy neutrality by 2025. By building its own photovoltaic farms, all of the developer's buildings will be powered by 100% clean energy. Ghelamco views sustainable construction in a broader perspective, actively working to shape urban space. A flagship example of this activity was the construction of plac Europejski in Warsaw and the establishment of the Sztuka w Mieście Foundation, which aims to improve the quality of public space in Polish cities.

Ghelamco's achievements have been recognised with a number of national and international awards, including the Developer of the Year title seventeen times and the MIPIM Awards statuette for Warsaw Spire as the best office building in the world.
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